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CLARE THACKWAY
Knowing

Clare Thackway, a representational painter of inner lives, often like a filmmaker to familiar images and symbols, reworking them in each exhibition. Among the 
dense thicket of recurring motifs are fragments of Christian iconography, archetypes from Jungian psychology, and the body, surging like a landscape, with 
working, feeling hands intertwined. As ever, textiles conceal and reveal forms of nakedness, falling in suggestive folds and openings, often on diaphanous 
silks. The persecuted Saint Sebastian, who was historically painted to Greek ideals of youth and beauty, is feminised. In traditional tellings, he was the martyr 
who couldn’t be killed by arrows in the third century AD and is now remembered as the patron of those who desire a saintly death. Rather than a declaration of 
personal devotion, Clare borrows from the West’s inherited canon of images to question received wisdom and point to the freedom that might lie beyond their 
burden. Here, they flash by like secrets with a storytelling logic.
 
To these classical subjects of painting, Clare now adds antique brass objects: a soap dispenser, a gilded door knocker, and a keyhole allude to Holy cleanliness, 
nonadmission and permission. Clare repeatedly returns to crumpled stripes—ubiquitous as a clean and modern design in homewares and fashion were once 
deemed diabolical and disordered, linked with medieval jokers, prisoners, sex workers and even the devil himself. Here, they pulsate optically and energetically, 
bouncing off this history and speaking to the clash of collective history and inner knowledge. In all the scenes, flowing fabrics and beautiful coverings, there is 
more than appears on the surface. 
 
The paintings resemble stills from a movie in which intimate spaces are a stage set for the abandonment of perfection and personal transformation. As psycho-
logical works, they play in a minor key, with the entire story carefully withheld. Stolen moments are soft with a sting; milk and venom mix freely. A biblical snake 
recurs, reclaimed. The golden snake, an image of terror, shame and forbidden knowledge, can also be a symbol of renewal and transformation by shedding. As 
the original female story of discovery and banishment, the snake has outlasted its Christian origin, but retains its cultural influence today: paradise can be ruined 
should a woman reach for too much. There’s a less known reference: that of the bronze serpent raised by Moses in the desert, which heals those who look upon 
it. In this exhibition, the golden snake appears anew, on a bed and on a woman’s body. It’s as though the narrative arc bends away from an ancient religious 
tradition toward a new kind of liberation, agency and knowing. Perhaps Eve is stepping out of paradise.

Lauren Carroll Harris 2024



CLARE THACKWAY
Washed Clean, 2024
oil on linen, framed
60.5 x 49.5 cm
$3,600 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
Ex Voto, 2024
oil on linen, framed
61 x 50 cm
$3,600 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
Liminal, 2024
oil on linen, framed
60.5 x 46 cm
$3,600 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
Steph, 2024
oil on linen, framed
61 x 50.5 cm
$3,600 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
Recalibrate, 2024
oil on linen, framed
70 x 50 cm
$3,800 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
How close am I to losing you, 2024
oil on linen, framed
70 x 50 cm
$3,800 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
Parallel, 2024
oil on linen, framed
70 x 50 cm
$3,800 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
Don’t Talk About the Moon, 2024
oil on linen, framed
70 x 50 cm
$3,800 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
All of Me, 2024
oil on linen, framed
70 x 50 cm
$3,800 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
To Know, 2024
oil on linen, framed
81 x 65 cm
$4,500 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
Reclamation, 2024
oil on linen, framed
81 x 65 cm
$4,500 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
Saintly Death, 2024
oil on linen, framed
81 x 65 cm
$4,500 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
Not fitting this skin, 2024
dye on silk, framed
81 x 65 cm
$4,500 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
Not fitting this skin, 2024
dye on silk, framed
81 x 65 cm
$4,500 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY
With the shadow, 2024
oil on polyester
81 x 65 cm
$4,500 incl. G.S.T



CLARE THACKWAY

EDUCATION 

2012		  Graduate Certificate of Digital Arts, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia
2006		  Honours in Fine Art Painting, The National Art School, Sydney, Australia
2004		  University Exchange, Glasgow School of Art, Glasgow, Scotland 
2004                            	  Bachelor of Arts-Visual Painting, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia

SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS 

2024		  Falling, Le Pavé d’Orsay, Paris, France
2023		  Patterns Changing, Sophie Gannon Gallery, Melbourne, Australia
2021		  Between Us, The Egg and Dart, Thirroul, Australia		
2021		  Between Us, Le Pavé d’Orsay, Paris, France
2020                           	  Open Studio, La Fabrique, Ivry-Sur-Seine, France
2017                             	 Ties, The Egg and Dart Gallery, Thirroul, Australia
2016                             	 All of that Implicit Memory, Wellington Street Projects, Sydney, Australia
2016                             	 Over and Over, Canberra Contemporary Art Space City, Canberra, Australia
2015                            	  An Infinite Everything, with Gregory Hodge, The Egg and Dart Gallery, Thirroul, Australia 
2013                             	 Introduction, with Gregory Hodge, Firstdraft ARI, Sydney, Australia
2012                             	 Green Valley Farm, Canberra Contemporary Art Space Gorman House, Canberra, Australia   
2011                             	 Introduction, with Gregory Hodge, Basso, Berlin, Germany
2009                             	 Broken Hearted Attack, Blindside, Melbourne, Australia
2007                            	  Contain, Mori Gallery, Sydney, Australia 
2007                            	  Navel Gazing, Canberra Contemporary Art Space, Canberra, Australia

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2024		  Winter Exhibition, Sophie Gannon Gallery, Melbourne, Australia 
2022		  Interconnected, New England Regional Art Museum, Armidale, Australia	
2021		  Unthinkable Fields, ANCA, Canberra, Australia
2021                             	 L’Autre, Le Pavé D’Orsay, Paris, France
2020                             	 Salon des Refusés, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia
2020                             	 Holding Pattern, The Egg and Dart Gallery, Thirroul, Australia  
2019                             	 12@61, Flinders Street Gallery, Sydney, Australia 
2018                             	 Charmed Contemporary Works from the Collection Wollongong Art Gallery Wollongong, Australia  	
2018                             	 The Way We See our Selves, Westend Artspace, Melbourne, Australia 			 
2018                             	 Human Geographies, The Egg and Dart Gallery, Thirroul, Australia  			 
2016                             	 A to B and back again, Tuggeranong Arts Centre, Canberra, Australia  				  
2016                             	 Born, The Gallery BFS, Corrimal, Australia 						    
2016                             	 Gallery Collection Home @735, The Gallery BFS, Corrimal, Australia 			 
2015                             	 Past Perfect, Leta Gallery + Project Space, Canberra, Australia  				      
2014                             	 Mind the Gap, Casula Power House, Sydney, Australia 					        
2013                             	 Future Proof, Canberra Contemporary Art Space Gorman House, Canberra, Australia  	                
2013                             	 Breathing Room, Mop Projects, Sydney, Australia 		          		      	                       
2013                             	 Portrait and Identity,  ANU School of Art, Canberra, Australia 			         	                       
2013                             	 The view from here, You Are Here Festival, Canberra, Australia 		       	      	                       



CLARE THACKWAY

2012                             	 Altogether Now, Sawtooth Artist Run Gallery, Launceston, Australia 			    	                       
2012                             	 48 Stunden Neukölln, Tischendorf, Berlin, Germany				     	                       
2011                             	 It Began Some Where Else, Flinders Street Gallery, Sydney, Australia 	       	                     	    
2008                             	 Line Up, Mary Place Gallery, Sydney, Australia 
2007 		  If You See Something Say Something, Mori Gallery, Sydney, Australia

AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

2024		  Ravenswood Australian Women’s Art Prize, Ravenswood School, Sydney, Australia
2023		  Finalist, Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney, Australia	
2019		  Finalist, Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney, Australia	
2019		  Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia
2018                             	 Finalist, Doug Moran National Portrait Prize, Juniper Hall, Sydney, Australia
2018                             	 Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia     
2018                             	 Finalist, Sir John Sulman Prize, Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney, Australia  				  
2018                             	 Finalist, Hufford Hardwood Portrait Prize, Lismore Regional Gallery, Lismore, Australia 	
2017                             	 Highly Commended, Portia Geach Memorial Award, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia 		
2017                             	 Finalist, Fisher Ghost Art Award, Campbelltown Arts Centre, Sydney, Australia 			 
2015                             	 Finalist, Hufford Hardword Portrait Prize, Lismore Regional Gallery, Lismore, Australia	
2013                            	  Finalist, Doug Moran Portrait Prize, Juniper Hall, Sydney, Australia 			               	                       
2013                             	 Finalist, Blake Prize for Religious Art, Galleries Collage of Fine Art UNSW, Sydney, Australia    	                    
2013                             	 Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia	      		                        
2012                             	 Finalist, ID Digital Portrait Award, National Portrait Gallery, Canberra, Australia	                     	    
2009                             	 Winner, Marten Bequest Travelling Art Scholarship, Australia 				                          
2009                             	 Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia	          	                     
2009                             	 Finalist, Emerging, Gosford Regional Gallery, Gosford, Australia		     	         	    
2008                             	 Finalist, Metro 5 Art Award, Metro Gallery, Melbourne, Australia	  			                                
2008                             	 Finalist, Stanthorpe Regional Art Prize, Stanthorpe Regional Gallery, Stanthorpe, Australia 	                  
2007                             	 Finalist, Helen Lempriere Travelling Scholarship, Artspace, Sydney, Australia	     	     	
2007                             	 Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia			                    

RESIDENCIES AND MENTORSHIPS 

2023 – 24		  La Fabrique Ateliers, Ivry sur Seine, France
2022 – 23		  Ateliers Mezzanine Nord, Pantin, France
2020 – 22		  La Fabrique Ateliers, Ivry sur Seine, France
2016                             	 Artist Residency, The Cranleigh School, Canberra, Australia 
2014                             	 Artist Residency, Good Shephard Lutheran College, Darwin, Australia
2012                             	 Splendid Mentorship, Freemantle Arts Centre and iVEC University of Western Australia Perth, Australia 	
2011                             	 Splendid Arts Lab, Lismore Regional Gallery, Lismore, Australia 				                    
2010                            	  Artist Residency, New England Regional Art Museum, Armidale, Australia 			        
2008                             	 Artist Residency, Wik Media Aurukun through Mori Gallery, Australia 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

A.C Bell, About Face, Contemporary Portrait Painting in Australia and New Zealand, Thame and Hudson AU, 2024	
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