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Patterns Changing

Patterns are revealed as motif and metaphor in Clare Thackway'’s current collection of oil paintings. The patterns are
varied and sensitively handled. There are gingham textiles, intertwined leaves, branches, and bodies, and the delicate
tracery of lead lighting. The patterns create a sense of continuity between the canvases in the exhibition, whether the
scenery of an intimate vignette, or an opportunity for formal experimentation. Thackway’s process was likewise contin-
uous. She worked on several canvases simultaneously, layering the paint slowly and methodically over days and weeks.
But within this continuity, each pattern stages a distinctive moment of rupture where petit récits (small narratives)
unfold. Réve (Dream) provides a tussled grid on which the contorted body of a pre-adolescent child strains. That’s Not
Distance Between Us and Woman and Child hint at the push and pull of interdependency by combining tenderly inter-
laced hodies with gestures of reservation such as a turned head, or palms that fail to meet. In Everlasting and Calling
Australian native feathers and paper daisies are plucked and suspended weightlessly against a manufactured plaid
ground. For Thackway, these are meditations on deracination and the disorientation felt as a result of existing between
two communities, time zones, and cities.

The grid is a recurring pattern in Thackway’s work. Geometric abstraction usually signals the modernist ideal of a pure,
universal, and autonomous work of art. However, Thackway subverts the implied rationality, masculinity, and perma-
nence associated with the grid by using it to demonstrate that nothing escapes the flux of life. Thackway’s grids are
rumpled, faded, and stained. They swathe young bodies and undergo maintenance and metamorphosis. In this exhibition,
her grandmother’s plaid tablecloth makes regular appearances and materialises the complex enmeshment of matrilineal
knowledge, intergenerational transmission, and memories of warmth, comfort, and home. A defining feature of this
series is the surrealist tension Thackway creates by faithfully rendering the texture and mass of objects, but suspending
them nowhere. The lack of visual anchors and stable coordinates makes fixing the human subjects impossible. Instead,
the figures float freely, untangling their grids in perpetuity.

Jaime Tsai, 2023



Clare Thackway
Dense Living, 2023
oil on linen
50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway
Everlasting, 2023
oil on linen
50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway
Beyond Braids, 2023
oil on linen
50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway
Drape, 2023

oil on linen
50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T
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Clare Thackway
LeanIn, 2023

oil on linen
50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway
Window, 2022

oil on linen
50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway

Hold it together, 2023
oil on linen
50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway

End of Summer, 2023
oil on linen
50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway
Home, 2023

oil on linen
50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway
Thinking of Hilda, 2022
oil on linen

50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway
Calling, 2022

oil on linen
50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway
Planning, 2023
oil on linen
50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway

Patterns Changing, 2023
oil on linen

50x40cm

$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway
Autumn, 2023

oil on linen
50x40cm
$2,250incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway

All of the things, 2022
oil on linen
81x65cm
$3,400incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway
Woman and Child, 2022
oil on linen

81x65cm
$3,400incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway
Réve, 2023

oil on polyester
81x100cm
$4,750incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway

Thats not distance between us, 2023
oil on polyester

81x100cm

$4,750incl. G.S.T



Clare Thackway
Being with, 2022
oil on polyester
97x130cm
$6,200 incl. G.S.T
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EDUCATION

2012 Graduate Certificate of Digital Arts, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia
2006 Honours in Fine Art Painting, The National Art School, Sydney, Australia

2004 University Exchange, Glasgow School of Art, Glasgow, Scotland

2004 Bachelor of Arts-Visual Painting, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia

SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2021 Between Us, The Egg and Dart, Thirroul, Australia

2021 Between Us, Le Pavé d'Qrsay, Paris, France

2020 Open Studio, La Fabrigue, Ivry-Sur-Seine, France

2017 Ties, The Egg and Dart Gallery, Thirroul, Australia

2016 All of that Implicit Memory, Wellington Street Projects, Sydney, Australia

2016 Over and Qver, Canberra Contemporary Art Space City, Canberra, Australia

2015 An Infinite Everything, with Gregory Hodge, The Egg and Dart Gallery, Thirroul, Australia
2013 Introduction, with Gregory Hodge, Firstdraft AR, Sydney, Australia

2012 Green Valley Farm, Canberra Contemporary Art Space Gorman House, Canberra, Australia
2011 Introduction, with Gregory Hodge, Basso, Berlin, Germany

2009 Broken Hearted Attack, Blindside, Melbourne, Australia

2007 Contain, Mori Gallery, Sydney, Australia

2007 Navel Gazing, Canberra Contemporary Art Space, Canberra, Australia

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2022 Interconnected, New England Regional Art Museum, Armidale, Australia
2021 Unthinkable Fields, ANCA, Canberra, Australia

2021 L’Autre, Le Pavé D'Orsay, Paris, France

2020 Salon des Refusés, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia

2020 Holding Pattern, The Egg and Dart Gallery, Thirroul, Australia

2019 12@61, Flinders Street Gallery, Sydney, Australia

2018 Charmed Contemporary Works from the Collection Wollongong Art Gallery Wollongong, Australia
2018 The Way We See our Selves, Westend Artspace, Melbourne, Australia
2018 Human Geographies, The Egg and Dart Gallery, Thirroul, Australia

2016 A to B and back again, Tuggeranong Arts Centre, Canberra, Australia
2016 Born, The Gallery BFS, Corrimal, Australia

2016 Gallery Collection Home @735, The Gallery BFS, Corrimal, Australia
2015 Past Perfect, Leta Gallery + Project Space, Canberra, Australia

2014 Mind the Gap, Casula Power House, Sydney, Australia

2013 Future Proof, Canberra Contemporary Art Space Gorman House, Canberra, Australia
2013 Breathing Room, Mop Projects, Sydney, Australia

2013 Portrait and Identity, ANU School of Art, Canberra, Australia

2013 The view from here, You Are Here Festival, Canberra, Australia

2012 Altogether Now, Sawtooth Artist Run Gallery, Launceston, Australia
2012 48 Stunden Neukolln, Tischendorf, Berlin, Germany

2011 It Began Some Where Else, Flinders Street Gallery, Sydney, Australia

2008 Line Up, Mary Place Gallery, Sydney, Australia



AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

2019
2019
2018
2018
2018
2018
2017
2017
2015
2013
2013
2013
2012
2009
2009
2009
2008
2008
2007
2007

Finalist, Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney, Australia

Finalist, Portia Geach Memarial Award, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia

Finalist, Doug Moran National Portrait Prize, Juniper Hall, Sydney, Australia

Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia

Finalist, Sir John Sulman Prize, Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney, Australia

Finalist, Hufford Hardwood Portrait Prize, Lismore Regional Gallery, Lismore, Australia
Highly Commended, Portia Geach Memorial Award, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia
Finalist, Fisher Ghost Art Award, Campbelltown Arts Centre, Sydney, Australia

Finalist, Hufford Hardword Portrait Prize, Lismore Regional Gallery, Lismaore, Australia
Finalist, Doug Moran Portrait Prize, Juniper Hall, Sydney, Australia

Finalist, Blake Prize for Religious Art, Galleries Collage of Fine Art UNSW, Sydney, Australia
Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia

Finalist, ID Digital Portrait Award, National Portrait Gallery, Canberra, Australia

Winner, Marten Bequest Travelling Art Scholarship, Australia

Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia

Finalist, Emerging, Gosford Regional Gallery, Gosford, Australia

Finalist, Metro 5 Art Award, Metro Gallery, Melbourne, Australia

Finalist, Stanthorpe Regional Art Prize, Stanthorpe Regional Gallery, Stanthorpe, Australia
Finalist, Helen Lempriere Travelling Scholarship, Artspace, Sydney, Australia

Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, Australia

RESIDENCIES AND MENTORSHIPS

2016
2014
2012
2011
2010
2008

Artist Residency, The Cranleigh School, Canberra, Australia

Artist Residency, Good Shephard Lutheran College, Darwin, Australia

Splendid Mentorship, Freemantle Arts Centre and iVEC University of Western Australia Perth, Australia
Splendid Arts Lab, Lismore Regional Gallery, Lismore, Australia

Artist Residency, New England Regional Art Museum, Armidale, Australia

Artist Residency, Wik Media Aurukun through Mori Gallery, Australia



SOPHIE
SOPHIE GANNON GALLERY GANNON

2 Albert Street Richmond VIC 3121 Australia T+613 9421 0857
info@sophiegannongallery.com.au www.sophiegannongallery.com.au GALLERY




